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Inauguration session
About L00 participants across the Globe from
more than 35 countries gathered here. The
inauguration started with the lightening of the
lamp by HH Swami Dayananda Sarswaty and
a’:.SW Chancellor Dr. Pranav Pandya. Inaugrating
e programme Dr. Radheshuam Dwivedi the
organizer of the programme called it as a special
event saturated with the feeling of Vasudhev
kutumbkam'. Prayers of about 20 different
religons and traditions were conducted by ICCS
volunteer Shree Ram Vaidya
The representatives from traditions of Maya,
Pagans of Hungary, Kyrgyzstan and Poland,
Native Americans from Canada & USA, Maori
from New Zealand, Druid from UK, Japies from
Japan, Romuva b Ramava from Lithuania and
Latvia, Buddhist from Myanmar and Tibet, Cham
from Vietnam, and Hindus from Nepal, Bali and
South Africa, Adi and Idu Mishmi from Arunanchal
Pradesh, native of Ghana presented their
respective prayers and charged the audience
with a
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spirit of Devotion and wonder. Language could
not be the barrier in transmitting the message of
love, brotherhood and peace.

Expressing the theme of the conference ICCS
representative Mr, Saumitra Gokhale called the
conference to be more than an academic
gathering a reunion of family members after
three years. The main theme of the program is
to promote universal brotherhood and preserve
the indigenous culture and traditions which are
threatened by the aggressive and dominant
forces.

Distinguished  guest Swami  Dayanand
Saraswati founder of Arsha Vidya Gurukul and
the authority on Vedanta said that Violence
against culture is against the basic code of
humanity. SwamiJi called all to remain what they
are and nurture each other's balance. He urged
for non violent approach towards humanity and
regular need of such meeting for cultural
unification. In his Presidential address Dr Pranav
Pandya, Chancellor DSVV said that there has
been much bloodshed during last decade due

to various kinds of

lluminate our intellect and inspire us towards the righteous path
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differences. Conferences lke this can be the
effective solution in this direction.

On the occasion VC Dr. SD Sharma, Registrar
Sandeep Kumar, Pro VC Dr. Chinmay Pandya, UK
Vidhan Sebha Charman Haribans Kapur, Mr.
Vinod Chamoli Mayor Dehradoon, and Suresh
Soni were also present. A souvenr was alsp
released on the occasion The program was
anchored by Gopal Sharma and Priyanshi
Berthwal,

The conference proceeded with regular
plenary sessions and parallel academic sessions
for the remaining four days. Morning ceremonies
and cultural evening added a new shade to this
colorful gathering of elders.

VALEDICTORY SESSION

On the fourth day of the International
Conference on 7th March, 2012 Valedictory
session started with lightning of lamp by Dr,
Pranav Pandya and RSS President Mohan
Bhagwat as chief guest. Shyam Parande
welcomed all the delegates and appreciated the
divine  ambiance of Dev  Sanskrit
Vishwavidyalya.
“This is the gathering of elders. It
doesn't mean by age alone but by
thoughts also. Some Young dynamites
are working for the cause of Traditions.
They are also the elders - Dynamic
elders” said Soumitre Gokhle and
invited the five such representatives on
the stage. First inra Chaka, Katrina,
Lefla and other ones.

Ira Chaka from Vietnam was very

£.Jonas Trikunas of Lithuania

| Year : ll.‘i*s-we: 9. Pages:8| | Price:TS.00

[

We are passing through historic
moments where the pace of change is
so fast and furious that the old
traditions are losing their ground, the
set of ideologies and values shattering I
and new ones evolving. In fact we are
crossing through a Transition phase. A
new world order is emerging out of the
old one. Scientific progress has made
us more affluent and sophisticated but
Materialistic view of life and self
centered value system has cut us off
from our inner truth and the outer |
reality. It has also put us in a state of
grave imbalance, due to which we are
passing through an era of crisis at
every level. The very Existence of the
earth and humanity is at stake. Once =
agan in search of lasting solution
humankind is looking at the traditions
old in which human being was at
harmony with the surrounding world
and in tune with the inner self.

With the theme of working aut the
way and the means to nourish the
| Balance of the Universe, sth
” International Conference and gathering
~ of the elders was held at Dev Sanskriti
University (DSVV) Haridwar,
- Uttrakhand, India in Collaboration with
|| the International Centre for Cultural
I Studies (ICCS).
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tharkful to the conference and felt his dream
come true at this event. Versatile in his approach,
he said he was doing everything possile to
realize his dream Lella from USA recited the
poem full of feeling and emotions about the
existence of one world without artificial
boundaries. Katrina from Maori land sang a song
of struggle by Maori warrior for the freedom of
their motherland.

Chancellor of DSVV Dr. Pranav Pandya
greeted the foreign delegates and felt that with
this Conference at DSVV, a new era regarding the
revival of world's ancient traditions has started.
It will add a new chapter in the development of
humanity. He said that whole universe is united
in a single culture and message from all the
country is same; that is the message of love,
compassion and sympathy. And at last the
programme was concluded by RSS President
Mohanji Bhagwat. He congratlated all for the
courage for their tradition. He called this
conference on “Nourishing the Balance of
universe” to be a new beginning. Today world is
suffering from grave misbalance of the nature;
therefore world has started looking at the
ancient traditions. He also emphasized to know
one’s tradition and live it.

At last 5 elders were awarded Doctorate of Philosophy for their contribution over
the preservation and promotion of the ancient traditions they represent. PhDs were
distributed by Mohanji Bhagwat and Dr. Pranav Pandya. d

1 Kenneth Cameron Kennedy, New Zealand, Maari tracition

2.Grand Chief Stanley Bearly, Canada, Native American

3Elizabeth Araujo, Guatemala, Maya culture
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5.Social activist Jagdev Ram from Chitrakoot India
The Conference ended with a happy note and new resolves. The next gathering of
the elders after 3 years was decided to be held in Southern part of India.
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Q- Whathﬂ\ebu*qw\doflllswmcwerm
of elders from ancient traditions?
Ans- it was started by the
S group of people in Nagpur
committed for Afro Hindy studes, We had a first
conference on Afro Hindy culture studies and conference

was attended by many Africans and different countries
We published the first :

book on afro Hindy
across written by Usha
Gadkari and that book
really became the
starting point. Since then
we  organized  big
conferences in twenty
plus  countries  and
published more than 32
books covering afro
Hindu religion, culture and
their similarities,

So ICCS has couple of
purposes. First is to
create a forum where
peoples can come together, second is to try to create the
comparative literature for competitive religons. There are
500 nations of Native Americans in America, 1000 different
tribes in Africa, 1 major tribes in Australia. The Mauri
have 300 different tribes.

Q2. Is it your first conference regarding this culture and
tradition?

Ans. No this is our 4th conference. We have several
conferences in Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, USA
etc. many countries. n USA we have many conferences
every year,

OaltisumerMerm,sochuoup{aasebﬁef
the last 3 conferences?

Ans. The first was in 2003, the theme was mitakoya
oyashi, which means we all have same relations means we
all are children of mother earth, Either you are Native
American, African, Australian, etc. 2nd was about
Spirituality beyond Religion in Jajpur attended by 42

| countries and 350 delegates. 3rd was in Nagpur in 2009 on

renaissance of Indian tradition, challenges and solution.

There we had representatives of 31 countries and 300 plus

delegates were there,

Q4 How far is it successful as per your objective?
Ans. It is very successful because there are couples of

‘ things. Our parameters are very simple, Half of the peaple

who come here are the people who said we want to come
because we want to learn and second is the people said
it is very wonderful gathering of peoples from different
cultures and traditions. This is really unique gathering in
the world. Behind the success there are several reasons,
first it was in Gayatri Pariwar already having spiritual
environment which can be easily felt on this Indian land of
spirituality. Second is that especially the Hindus are
conducting this conference which has the thinking of
universal brotherhood. And another one is that there is no
monopoly. We go with the thought of togetherness. Here
we all have the right to go on their own way.

Q5. Any challenges or difficulties in arranging it?

Ans. There are couples of challenges, first is the
communication because many of the people can't speak
English but they speak the language of heart. Another one
is expensiveness because people come from all over the
world; they pay at least 2000 dollars which is more than
one lakh rupees. So we can't conduct it every year but
once in three years.

Q6. What s the conclusion of this conference and what
are future ?

Anl':uThe pe:pll? who have come here, think for
humanity but not for any particular religion. Totally the
way we say “Sarve Bhavantu Sukhina” because we want
that everybody should be happy. We want to‘ see
everything should be positive around us. 1hg conclusion of
this conference is to spread that positivity uromd us.
Unless you have positivity in life you can't nourish the
balance of the universe.

eet common challenges and problems, to serve as
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examination of Ancient Traditions & Cultures

3 meeting ground, and to strengthen ancient cultures of the world s "
blished books and journals. More recent initatives include collaboration with Maors of New Zesianc
omuva people of Europe.

Before the world had even begun giving
meaning to the words ancient, historical,
medieval, modern and so on, there were
some great traditions flourishing in different
parts of the world. Interestingly these had
some things common throughout the world
till the introduction of Semitic religions, two
thousand years back. Till that time all over
the world people believed in one God, but
subsequently the world was divided into two
dstinct groups " Believers” in my God, my
way of life and pagans, Heathens, Kaffrs
and so on.

This article is intended to enumerate some
of the commonalties among the different
ancient traditions and cultures that prevailed
in different parts of the world before 2000
years. In today’s context these traditions are
still prevailing in Africa, the Americas,
Australia, NewZealand, Bharat, Europe and
other parts of the world.

ALMIGHTY GOD : All these traditions
believed in an omnipotent, omniscient, all
pervading powerful God. The belief was
unparalleled, without any room for doubt in
the mind.

People from West Africa speak of God as
the Omnipresent and Eternal. Although He is
far away in the sky, people can appeal to
Him, and He responds to their appeal, A
proverb from the Kikuyu traditions in Kenya
says,” Ngai gutire thome atoe”, which means
Ngai (God) knows all the gates of every
home, and he distributes his bountiful gifts,

none is overlooked or neglected. The
pronoun Ngai implies the divider or
distributor,

Communication between the Creator and
the creatures was very sacred and thus, for
Africans and other traditions nobodys
beliefs can be tampered with and holy
objects and sites should be held in high
reverence.

The best part of all these traditions is
that they tried to identify the Divinity in each
and every creation of God.

Polytheism : The existence of many
deities is common in all these traditions. But
it is distinctly different from the Semitic
religions in the matter of presence of the
concept of Goddesses. Matrutva is well
respected by most of these traditions and it
is considered to be the individuals faithful
duty towards God.

HUMAN RELATION WITH 60D : Lke &
famly, the traditional people relate
themselves with God. As well described n
the Sanskrit verse * Twamaeva mata cha
pita twameva, twameva bandhushcha sakha
twameva Yor are my father, mother, friend,
companion, you are everuthing for me.
These type of human relationships with God
are common, hence it i very common for the
Hindus or the Africans and athers to offer
fruits, food, animals, flowers as offerings in
exchange for some favours from God

ANUBHUTI [REALIZATION) : These
traditions have been based on realisation of
The Truth. It is very well exemplified in the
African proverb “You do not have to show
God to the chid. the child has to realize
God" Hence the path of realisation has
always traveled through hearts and not
through words. All these have deep faith in
their in their inner inspiration and experience,
in the inner conviction, where the mind is the
witness of the truth and untruth. Words are
there in abundance but the actual
experience is of real essence.

GREAT ORAL TRADITIONS : All these
ancient ways of life have wonderful oral
traditions. Knowledge was transferred from
one generation to another by oral tradition.
The philosophy was more important than the
personalities involved and hence nobody
knows who wrote these wonderful verses, in
all these traditions. An infinite number of
saints and philosophers have contributed
significantly to the base knowledge but even
the mention of their first names, the question
of patenting, royalty never occurred in the
minds of these great sages.

THOUGHTS CONCERNING  ENTRRE
HUMANITY : Al these traditions believed in
preaching philosophies for the entire
humanity. In spite of the existence of a vast
diversity in Hindutva philosophy, many sects,
many preachers etc. They always preached
' sarvepi sukhinah santu, sarve santu
nramayaha’ We do not stop here, but go a
step further to achieve greater heights in
positivism. We say: “sarve bhadrani
pashyantu” Let us only see good and noble
in everything around us. Hence there were
no conversions in any of these traditions,

THOUGHTS FOR HUMAN BEINGS IN
TOTALITY :It is very interesting that most of
these traditions do not believe that the life
ends with death and hence worship of
ancestors is prevalent among them. The
Africans go a little further. They have living
as well as dead ancestors. For three
generation after death, the person is
remembered and worshiped. The human life
in its totality needs some sacraments. All
these traditions have many ceremonies
during the lifetime of the human being, where
these  sacraments are performed
periodically, leading to the completeness of
human life

THE CONCEFT AND GOAL OF THE
HUMAN SOUL : The vell of secrecy that
mysteriously clouds the nature of the
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ultimate goal or abjective of e o 5
easiy perceived :f, e nteilect Fortunas, E
the anclent tradtions had several yo.
personalies who could transceng -
ordnary vision. Among the Zulus (an 45
tribe from South Africa), the isanuss
wise ones or sages) provided 3
definition. The Idholazi (soul) lives withiy
phgsi:dbod;\viﬁhﬂ'lemsamgsca\
of Tango (the wise ones or sages),
RELATIONSHP WITH NATURE : \aye
played a significant role in the day Iife o y
these traditional pecple. As per ther beliefs
they tried to identify each creation wity
Divinity. Hence nature for them was nothing
but God Himself. Thus the River Tang, Rver
Ganga, Mount Himalaya, Mount Kiimanjary
the Black Hils, the Mesa Verde Hils the
Victoria Falls, the Niagara Falls, the Boa Boa
tree, * the Tulsi tree, the Cow, the Serpent
short, every creation of God become sacreg
Every child of the Masal people of Kenya 5
taught to Worship the cow and accept the
obligation of the cow i ther day to day
living Oceum, the Ocean God is one of the
most important deities of the yorubas and
Asantes of West Africa (Ghana and Nigeria).
RESPECT FOR ELDERS AND EXTENDED,
FAMLY : Most of these traditions h
extensive vocabulary to express the
relationships amongst the famiy. Normally
the family is always an extended one. There
are stringent rules within the communty
regarding whom to marry and with whom
your relationships are taboo. Interestingly,
there are sorts of curriculum for women and
men crossing therr puberty rites, to accept
the responsibility of family. The seniors take
charge of educating the next generation
Respect for the elders is the strking
commonalty in all these traditions.
REBRTH : The idea of rebirth or
reincarnation derives from the understandng

~that human life and Lfe of the other

creatures is cyclic. The task of salvation
(Moksha) is not achievable or fulfiled in one
life period, hence the necessity of coming
back again and again into birth after death
through the process of reincarnation.

LAW OF KARMA : In Hindutva philosophy.
Law of karma has been very well intertwined
with normal. human life. Anything which we
do, is associated with the law of karma. it s
in Hindutva that nobel deeds bring forth-
blissful living and vice versa. From the
African perspective, the soil, plants, animals,
human beings, the dead and also invisible
spirits of the nature are inter-related Al
affect each other by life style. In Nigeria,
Olorun, the Yoruba God punishes the evi
doers with lightning, barrenness &nd
inexplicable death,

There are so many simlarities in all thesé
traditions of the world. They can very wel
be described as Dharma or can be described
as part of Vishwa Dharma. They are good
for humanity at large and the revival of &l
these tradtions wil definitely make the
world much better than what t s at present
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