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7th August, 2016
It was historic moment in the

sacred premises of Dev
Sanskriti Vishwavidyalaya
(DSVV), where 1st ever Center
for Baltic Culture and Studies
{@PBCS) in Asia was established
in the gracious presence of
Governor of Uttarakhand state,
Dr. Krishna Kant Paul, Mrs.
Omita Paul special secretary to
President of India,
Ambassadors of Estonia,
Lithuania, Latvia and Vice
Rector, University of Latvia.

Addressing the august
gathering  Governor Dr.
Krishna Kant Paul welcomed
all He called the event another

August 2016,

.

' Beginning of a new Era of

Indo-Baltic

| e

Year 03,

eye view of Indian civilization
down 5000 years and its
spiritual tradition. He said the
greatest need of today is to
establish harmony, goodwill
and mutual respect. DSVV is an
ideal place to encourage these
type of feelings and higher
researches.

Giving Chairperson's address,
Dr. Pranav Pandya,
Chancellor, DSVV expressed
his sorrows about the present
condition of the world, full of
hatred, jealousy and growing
terrorism. He expressed his
desire to learn Baltic languages
and visit three countries. Dr.
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India as 'Eternal Friend' and
said Latvia and India share
common history and Latvians
have great interest about India,
Indian Culture and Language.
As the symbol of friendship she
presented three gifts.1) Book
about Latvia. 2)Sign of Latvian
Flag and 3)Latvian Bread made
from Latvian water and grains.
Mr Riho Kruuv, H.E
Ambassador, Embassy of
Estonia in India called his visit
an educational and cultural
more  than
commercial.
He promised
Estonia's best

o

Inauguration of Baltic
Center is indeed a historic
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every heart in the audience by
greeting audience in Hindi. He
also gifted the University
library a treasure which
showcased the similarity
between the two countries.

Mr. Aivars Groza, HE
Ambassdor, Embassy of
Latvia in India called this
event as dream fulfilled He said
this collaboration will take our
relation to the next level He
said that there are similarities
between Latvian and Sanskrit

joint

Center will encourage

language

NSV
DSVV

He stated that
s the first centre in
Asia for Baltic culture and
Studies

The inaugration began with the
welcome address by Mrn
Sharad Pardy, Vice
Chancellor, DSVV. Setting the
vision and the mission of CBCS
Dr. Chinmay Pandya, Pro VC,
DSVV clarified the three
objectives behind the Center.
The initiative he said to be the
beginning of a new era of Indo-
Baltic frienship and global
solidarity. Also seated on the
dias were Prof. Sigma Ankrava
& Registrar Sandeep Kumar.
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| Pandya appreciated the Pro- possible o moment. There are very publications, seminars,
feath];r in Lrl:e llx'it olf DS}:’V. It &C'sbﬁ;elzss labolz ll? m?kljng i}l:ilzporttre to : noble objectives behind  conferences and cultural
would enrich cultural exchange is initiative work. He wishel centre. : SR i
between both regions. He alio that "egos, hatred will go away M r . ‘ . this center. Similarities program.s, thus bringing
complimented the Baltic states and gradually the world will Laimonas between our culture and  academic closeness
for choosing Dev Sanskriti become a better place for the Talat-Kelpsa languages especially Sanskrit and Baltic  between scholars and promoting cultural
Vishwavidyalya for this cultural next generation." ) HE  languages is a very interesting fact. With  activities between India and Baltic
and academic tie-up. Dr. Paul Be“;’e“[“g k[e)ynm_e 3dd{/e,55' ‘ém:ass'jm} the establishment of this center mutual  countries. | applaud the tireless effort by
tner:ls:ievder‘;;iypmjgrewtgmsi:i R:‘:“!‘)l‘, ll}:)ive:s“;‘l;e;? Lat:'ci: Lir?h:::i);z, ?n contacts will increase, there will be  ProVC in building up a bridge and bringing
under the leadership of Dr. said, Baltic states have close India won cultural exchange and we march towards  three Baltic countries together.
Pranav Pandya. He gave abird's  affinity with India. She called each and  world peace.

- Dr. Krishna Kant Paul,

- Dr. Pranav Pandya,
HE Governor of Uttarakhand

Chancellor, Dev Sanskriti Uishwavidyalaya

Mission & Uision behind

1.THE JOINT ACADEMIC EXCHANGE
PROGRAMMES, which includes exchange of
faculty members, exchange of students, exchange
of administrative  managers/coordinators,
exchange of academic materials and other
information, distinct shortterm academic
program mes and joint academic pro
grammes efc.
2.RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

fiich  includes joint research
7 : activities, joint publications, joint
development of learning resources

activities of both India and Baltic countries in
respective nations through this center.

The CBCS shall function administratively as a sub-
unit of the Pt.Shriram Sharma Shodh Peeth(Pt.
Shriram Sharma research Foundation) of the
DSVV and aims at developing International
Education and Research activities at the DSVV
offering aforementioned research activities as
well as the Baltic Sea region studies for exchange
as well as visiting students.

The center aims to develop dual degree program
mes as well necessary cooperation networks

etc. through its partner institutions to support its
m ﬁ Tell,  3.JOINT underlying objectives.
Centrefor Baltjc.  SEMINARS/CONFERENCES/ The proposed CBCS shall aim to furnish following
WORKSHOPS . The first such projects: |

initiative had already taken place
when DSVV was given the status of
the joint organizer of the

1.Generating Learning Resources
2.0ffering Scholarships to Regular/Gap Year I‘
Students

international conference . nderta Joint l
organized at the Riga, Latvia in 3.Publis|l£g g natn Sing 2

between may 28-may 30,2015 Sasearch Projoct ;

4.JOINT CULTURAL PROGRAMMES 4-Organization of Joint '

- to foster and promote the cultural

Conference/Seminar/Workshop etc. ;




| F— C Ttmany
Cent
re I'Er Balnt Culum-

ndO N B d lti C Relations

& “NvewHeights

Time tc Levive the Icst connecticn - Or. Chinmay Landya

T N

v g
R T wu

?Ii‘i“‘\‘ar'

*thm‘duﬂuu The
Il We arv granch toward 4 - . sl

nations are our

bk
© 0 b n Europe and
e India is home for Ba
- ! nations. W 5
@ The ¥ -
. we uch in common that it is impossibl
family r p e connection
Indu Lal\la Rebtions The third " = bod

ty of all the part response g for right cause
t sart of new era of gk

» came from the Today is th

people from Baltic reg)
Mamtd banks of Ganga solidarity, greatess, unity and absolute harm
i E bogk rid that we all seek © have.

ill Do our Best for Mutual exchange

Ambassador, Embau\ of Esonia in India

branches in more than
hsl convocation of |
H E President

Dev Sanskriti Vishwavidyahya n- T eI}

v th rsity has International parterships, India

s"mun""’“”‘ﬂubﬂm Eswnia g akin, y. PLShriram © a ab ] ma essed the august prese of rre;mzm
. ik o 7 e Sharma Acharya renov ternational titut India, Mr. Pranab Mukherjee as the Chief Gu:
r s thuania, Ind he University's founder parton, Pandit Shrir

political yoting
est number of
te craters per land area in the

b K any, laly, R P Korea Sharma —\(Juna (1911-1990), was

| partamentary repubtc which & dnaded
tinto fifteen counties s apml s
" Tallion.

osssible between peopk. b
h‘L s worl

The country is 3 bome @ cy rate of 99.8' 00d for all sorts of commu m
* peope dc -They have the biggest collection of folk ! } also for business relatio and social uplifim
n 3 ctices

Sthe Reast songs in the world with written records | make this center and program inte

i smdent faculty excha suc

lific  liter:
3200 books on ew
ellbeing. To d
ansha nl into more than

1 beautiful
rdens
amp

Me: Kelpsa, . Embassy of Lithuania in India.
Lithaanian is currently being studied in 47
centres across the worid and proudly inzoduc

and education

s a country in northern

| 4 family W s} ¢ Lithua et Union = nia and is 3
Europe. Which is the southernmost of Lithuania is an independent democratic  recognized as ¢ the official : The univers Iso the proud host of work al
| the three Baltic Stites and the largest  republic with 3 multi-party parliament.  kanguages of the Et Union famous annual lmrrn.nmnal Festival on Yoga, The movement as a
be the chosest survival sister of i :and most popubus of them. Its capinl  CULTURE - India and Lithuanai Relstion Culture and Spiritually, the details of which can be  whole &s fuelled by
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renowned French Linguist,® ‘The United Nations Human Index indigenous heritage, represented by the through Lithuas Christian:: In addition © fe undergraduate, Pﬂﬂ participation
5 Anyone who wants to know ! ! Devebpment lists Lithuania as a “very unique Lithuanian language, with Missionaries in th 6th ; graduate and post-doctoral programs f over 110,
¥ the okl Indo-European bonding: ‘high human devebpment” country. Nordic cultural aspects and Christian Lithuanian interest in Srray of subjects such as Journalism and Mass m i 1110
should go and listen to Lithuani. Lithuania has been among the fastest  traditions resulting from historical ties 19th century after the similarity i Communicatic u i and Application,
1\ | farmer™ No wonder Sanskrit-. :growing economies in the European with Poland between Sanskrit 4 the Lithuanian h and Human
Lithuanian languages contains 400 § ; Union and is ranked 20th in the world in _ Religious Bellefs- Lithuania is mainly languages was discovered Among! and Culture,
i words that are identical At present, there are more than | | the Ease of Doing Business. Christianity, with the largest confession  European languages, Lithuanian is; preneurship and
500 students from India and the number is increasing every : : Republic of Lithuania was found on 16 being Roman Catholicism (90 percent), grammatically chsest !0 Sanskrit. i} Develop vironmenal Science, Linguists,
 year. We hope that CBCS will further nurwre this bonding to | | February 1918 and restore with some Lutherans and a few Lithuanians regard their 0Buage to be
: new heights by promoting students to know re about ! | Independence on 11 March 1990, a y members of other churches. the oldest living Indo-European

Betoee e formal dissciution of the  The Lichuanians language s the official linguage.

Baltic Culure and Languages.




Historic Backaround of

'The Indians and Baltic states have similarities in
; culture, language, custom and ancestry. Revitalizing the
i civilization ties of the past seems to be relevant, as
reflected in speeches of Indian and Baltic Dignitaries
;and Representatives in order to further strengthens
icurrent relations.
+ Lithuanian-Indian relations are cultural It is
| : widely acknowledged that there is a close similarity
ibetween the Lithuanian and Sanskrit languages,
 Lithuanian being the Indo-European language
: grammatically closest to Sanskrit, signifying possible
iclose ancient links. The people in Lithuania
tworshipped nature and had a trinity of gods -
|| Perkunas, Patrimpas, and Pikuolis. Vydunas (real
1 name Vilhelmas Storost, 1868-1953; also known as the
‘Mahatma Gandhi of Lithuania) was extremely
| interested in Indian philosophy and he even created
ihis own philbsophical system closely based on the
|i Vedanta. He practiced Ayurveda. Lithuanian spiritual
| culture had a bt of similarities with Hinduism,
i including the concept of Trinity.
:Study of Indian languages (mainly Hindi and
Sanskrit) has been carried out at the Vilnius
tUniversity for several decades. A separate centre of
‘Indian studies, under the Department of Oriental
i Smdies, was set up in the Vilnius University in 1996.
|| Lithuanians have great interest in Indian cultural
raditions, including Yoga. More than 70%
'thhuamans visiting India have spiritual and yogic
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interests. There is special interest in Ayurveda. The
Kaunas Ayurveda Centre arranges lectures on
Ayurveda, The ISKON Movement has a very active
temple in Kaunas.

Estonia-India relations - The first person from
Estonia to visit India at the end of the 17th century was
the cleric Eberhard Eckhold (Eckholz). The fact that
Krusenstern's library contained around forty items on
the history and geography of India and on the Sanskrit
literature shows his great interest towards the country.
The first Estonian textbooks to mention India were
written by Georg Gottfried Marpurg (1805) and Karl
Ernst Berg (1811). The book contained a hundred-
page description of the nature and society of India.
Sanskrit language publications were printed at the
University of Tartu and from 1837, Sanskrit
teaching classes commenced, taught by professor Karl
Friedrich Keil One of his successors Leopold Alexander
von Schroeder became an outstanding indologist,
known for his translations and original studies on the
early Indian literature. The Estonian-Indian Cultural
Society was established in 2004 and since then has
made regular donations to the Estonian Institute of
Humanities, the National Library of Estonia and the
University of Tartu.

Relations between India and Latvia are warm
and friendly, based on shared commitment to
democracy. Popular interest in Indian culture among
the Latvian people has strengthened ties. Bilateral

Today is the day of dream coming to being. This Centre
will be an island for Baltic states in
India. We have very great interest
about Indian culture, Indian
language, Indian traditions in our
countries. On behalf of the
University of Latvia | wish all the
very best for this centre of DSVV
and its devoted people. And | hope
this event would be a symbol not only of friendship
among our Universities but would be a symbol of
friendship among our countries and among our
nations.

Ina Druviete, Uice Rector, Latvia University.

—~ %

c Issue, Fugust

) Page - 04

contracts date back to the time when Latvia was part of
the Soviet Union and had a twinned status with
Rajasthan. The Latvian Government opened
Embassy in New Delhi in January 2014.The Indian
Mission in Stockholm is concurrently accredited to
Latvia. The University of Latvia has established a
"Centre on Indian Studies and Culture" which was
formally inaugurated on 9th September, 2013, It is
organizing Yoga classes and Hindi classes as well as
other activities to promote India. The University of
Latvia and several other Latvian Universities are keen
to establish collaborative relations with Indian
Universities as well as to receive students from India.
There is a small Indian community in Latvia mostly
engaged in business activities. This includes around
1000 Indian students studying in Latvian Universities,
And the number is increasing every year.

The inauguration of Baltic center in DSVV is a step ahead to ;
revive and strengthen the relations between India and
Baltic states. This center will boost the cultural and |
academic relation of India and Baltic Nations .

Centre for Baltic Culture and Studies will further
develop the cultural relations of
the Baltic countries like Latvia,
Lithuania and Estonia in India,
which has its own rich culture
and spiritual heritage. We at Dev
Sanskriti Vishwavidhyala are
honoured to have this first
centre in Asia for Baltic culture )
and studies. The study and research in this centre |
will further strengthen all our relations among |
the nations to make the world a better place to '
live in. 1

Shree Sharad Pardhi, Vice Chancellor, DSUU.
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